Unique performance characteristics of Novafil.
Polybutester is a unique copolymer that can be extruded as a flexible monofilament nonabsorbable suture. The mechanical performance of this new suture material was compared with that of polypropylene and nylon. The results indicate that polybutester sutures are as strong, have the same degree of total elongation at break and knot as the other monofilament sutures. In contrast with polypropylene and nylon sutures, the polybutester sutures have a perceptible stretch, are more elastic and flexible, and exhibit less creep. Polybutester sutures appear to be an acceptable alternative to polypropylene and nylon sutures and their unique mechanical properties may even prove to be superior in vivo.